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1. Decide whether this report is needed and, if so, describe how you have 
assessed the impact of the proposal.

The assessment of the impact of this proposal has been as a result of the consultation with 
the parish council members and the local community. The project team have met with the 
local community over six times since the inception of the project. Being that some 
residents will be ore affected by the project and its associated works than others it has 
been deemed that an Equality Impact report is needed.  

2. Describe any negative impact for customers or residents.

The project does not negatively affect any residents with protected characteristics 
specifically more than any other resident characteristic group. 

Residents affected more than others would be the number of householders that are 
situated closer to the site and in particular to the path of construction traffic.  The most 
significant impact of the project is anticipated to be the demolition and preparatory phase 
of the project. A construction management plan will be formulated closer to the time of the 
active phases of the project which will be completed once immediate users of the roads 
more impacted by construction traffic are taken into account. 

There have been some questions raised by those close to the site in regards to the 
increased noise levels. Acoustic surveys have been conducted. The conclusions from this 
are that the additional noise arising from the site are incredibly minimal given the design 
and location of the components of the system that emit any noise even during peak 
operating levels. 

3. Describe any positive effects which may offset any negative impact.

There are a significant number of positive effects arising from this project: 

 The current site is a dangerous health hazard with many concerns raised locally. The site 
also costs WSCC £30K annually to maintain fences and security. The scheme put forward 
will eliminate all health hazards on site and create a safe and visually low-impact project 
with ample appropriate screening.  

 The scheme will generate an income that will significantly reduce WSCC energy budget 
exposure to future energy price increases.  

 The scheme will endeavour to support local industry by employing local businesses both 
prior to and on completion of the project. 

 WSCC would become a demonstrable site of interest by owning a large battery storage 
project that is subsidy free. 



 There will be ecological enhancements made to the site, benefitting the local wildlife 
populations

4. Describe whether and how the proposal helps to eliminate discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation.

The project does not directly help to eliminate discrimination, harassment and 
victimisation. However, the procurement route the project will follow to select a Principal 
Contractor will ensure that these values are integral to the delivery of the project with 
regards to liaising with stakeholders and sub-contractors. 

5. Describe whether and how the proposal helps to advance equality of 
opportunity between people who share a protected characteristic and those 
who do not.

This proposal does not advance or negatively affect equality of opportunity between people 
who share a protected characteristic. The build of the project itself will not negatively affect 
any residents with a shared protected characteristic more than those with not. 
 
6. Describe whether and how the proposal helps to foster good relations between 

persons who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.

We have attempted to engage with as wider segment of the local community as possible at 
the consultation stages of the project. Examples of this would be through engaging with the 
Parish Council and the Big Local (Lottery-funded grass roots community interest group) 
established groups through a number of mediums including drop-in sessions during the day 
and evening and producing updates on the project through social media and physical hand-
outs distributed within the local area. 

7. What changes were made to the proposal as a result? If none, explain why.

Following initial consultation/ drop-in sessions held through the Big-Local groups it was 
requested the Parish Council also hold additional sessions as a means of engaging with as 
wider group as possible.  

8. Explain how the impact will be monitored to make sure it continues to meet the 
equality duty owed to customers and say who will be responsible for this.

To deliver the project WSCC will have a client-side Project Manager throughout to ensure 
the Principal Contractor is abiding by its core operational values. 

Following approval for the project a core project delivery team will be set-up. This is will be 
overseen by the YES Programme Team Programme Manager. This team will involve all 
relevant members from the selected contractor involved in onsite delivery. From the YES 
Programme Team also within this group will be communications and project officer support. 
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